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Comprehensive & Compassionate 
Care Close to Your New Home

Centra Southside Community Hospital
800 Oak Street, Farmville, VA 23901

CentraSouthside.com

CMG Farmville Women’s Center believes no 
one should have to wait until a school break 
to receive great care. Our physicians and 
advanced practice providers are here for all 
of your gynecologic and obstetrical needs 
while you learn at Longwood University!

Whether you need contraception, are having 
menstrual irregularities, STI infections or 
just need a wellness visit, we are here for you.

Accepting New Patients!

About

Schedule an appointment today! 
Call 434.392.8811 for more information.

Meet Our Physicians

M. Semiha Uray, MD
High Risk & General Obstetrics, 
LGBTQIA+ Healthcare, Adolescent 
Gynecology, Menopausal Care and 
Contraceptive Services

Kristi Kidd, MD
High risk & General Obstetrics, 
Minimally Invasive Gynecologic 
Surgery, Adolescent Genecology
and Contraceptive Services

Graham Nelsen, MD
Minimally Invasive Gynecological 
Surgery, Maternity Services, 
Gynecologic Services and 
Contraceptive Services Women’s Center
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Guide to Farmville
Farmville offers something for everyone. This town, divided between Prince Edward 

and Cumberland counties, hosts multiple festivals, concerts and other events each 
year, bringing in people from all over the region. It’s also the home of Longwood 
University, a Division I school that hosts athletic events throughout the year, including 
college basketball games and tournaments broadcast on ESPN. 

Farmville is unique in that High Bridge Trail State Park starts in the middle of down-
town, giving residents and visitors alike access to trails and beautiful scenic views. 
Then there’s the restaurants and shops around town, also perfect for someone looking 
to explore on a quiet Saturday. And we can’t forget to mention some of the newer proj-
ects, such as the town’s splashpad, the Longwood Center for the Visual Arts and other 
attractions.  

Finally, Farmville is also a town with a significant amount of history. The site of one 
of the last major battles of the Civil War, it’s not uncommon to be able to examine 
artifacts during the monthly meetings of the Historical Society. You can also walk back 
through time and learn about some of the early heroes of the Civil Rights era at the 
Moton Museum. The actions of Barbara Rose Johns and her fellow students at what 
was then Moton High helped drive one of the lawsuits that formed the backbone of the 
Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court case. A trip to the Moton Museum also 
offers the chance to learn about other Civil Rights heroes of the time and the change 
their actions created.

So take a look around town. See some of these sights, try some food and take in all 
that Farmville has to offer. 

HISTORY
Prince Edward County was formed in 1754 from Amelia County and named for 

Edward Augustus, son of Frederick, Prince of Wales. For over 100 years, the county 
courthouse was located at Worsham.

Patrick Henry, five-time Governor of Virginia, lived in Prince Edward County from 
1786 to 1794 and served as Prince Edward’s representative in the Virginia General As-
sembly. It was during that time that he delivered his famous “Give me Liberty or Give 
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Me Death” speech.
Hampden-Sydney College, located 5 miles south of Farmville, has been in continuous 

operation since  Jan. 1, 1776. Hampden-Sydney College is the 10th oldest institution 
of higher learning in the United States and the last to be founded under the British 
Crown.

Chartered in 1839, Farmville Female Seminary, presently Longwood University, 
was established in Farmville. Longwood was the first state teacher training college in 
Virginia.

The Civil War, during its final stages, impacted the community with both armies 
marching through Farmville. The last major battle of the Civil War in Virginia was April 
6, 1865, at Sailor’s Creek, located on the Prince Edward and Amelia County lines. 

ABOUT THE MOTON MUSEUM
Before Selma, before Montgomery, there was Farmville, where young people made 

history. In Farmville, the former Robert Russa Moton High School is now a National 
Historic Landmark and known as the Robert Russa Moton Museum. This facility helps 
preserve and constructively interpret the history of Civil Rights in education, specifi-
cally as it relates to the leading role that local Prince Edward County citizens played in 
America’s transition from segregation to integration. 

On April 23, 1951, a group of Moton High School students led by 16-year-old Barbara 
Rose Johns walked out of school. This effort produced three-fourths of the plaintiffs 
in Brown v. Board of Education (1954), a landmark Supreme Court decision. From 
1959 to 1964, Prince Edward County closed its public schools to avoid integration. The 
Supreme Court in Griffin v. Prince Edward (1964) ordered schools to reopen, declaring 
“the time for mere ‘deliberate speed’ had run out.”

Now the museum includes exhibits and materials that detail the period of that 
transition from segregation to integration of public education. It is also the home for 
community events each year, from political debates to public hearings focused on the 
future of the town. Currently it is being considered for approval as a World Heritage 
site. 
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AREA & POPULATION

TOWN OF FARMVILLE
Area — 6.6 Sq. Miles

Population — 7,473 (2020)
(Town census includes approximately 4,800 Longwood Students)

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
Area — 292 Sq. Miles

Population — 9,675 (2020)

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY
Area — 357 Sq. Miles

Population — 21,849 (2020)
(U.S. Census Data)

MEDICAL
Centra Southside Community Hospital, a progressive acute care facility, offers 

many services to meet the needs of the communities it serves. The hospital has an 
interesting beginning: it actually started as an experiment. In the mid-1920s the Com-
monwealth Fund of New York provided funds to determine if proper health care could 
be provided in a rural setting and because of persistence and community determina-
tion, the doors 
of Southside 
Community 
Hospital opened 
with 40 beds 
in November 
1927. Through 
the years, the 
hospital has 
continued to 
grow and meet 
more challeng-
ing health care 
needs.

In January 
2006, Southside 
Community 
Hospital affili-
ated with Centra 
Health, a Lynchburg-based hospital system consisting of Lynchburg General and Vir-
ginia Baptist Hospitals. This affiliation enables Centra Southside Community Hospital 
(CSCH) to provide greater value to its service area with updated clinical services, capi-
tal improvements and access to advancements in clinical care. A new Birth Center was 
added in 2007. This new center includes labor, delivery, recovery, postpartum suites 
that enable women to stay in the same room throughout their birth experience. Many 
board-certified physicians have been added to the staff, ranging from hospitalists to 
gastroenterologists. CSCH also has an ADA accredited Diabetic Education program, 
Hospice, Home Health and PACE (Program for the All Inclusive Care of the Elderly). 

CSCH in Farmville is a 116-bed, full service acute care hospital which provides 
24 hour emergency department, an intensive care unit, Same Day Surgery Center, 
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obstetrical/gynecological services, pediatrics, physical/speech/occupational therapy, 
radiology, pathology, birthing center, hospice and much more. 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES
The influence of education is a dominant factor in the lives of everyone in the 

Farmville community. From preschool to college, opportunities exist for residents to 
achieve the highest degree of academic accomplishment.

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
Prince Edward County Public Schools provides a comprehensive education for all 

students in Prekindergarten – Grade 12, which includes core academic subjects, fine 
arts, extracurricular activities, career and technical education, and a strong athletic 
program. Students have the opportunity to take Dual Enrollment courses with South-
side Virginia Commu-
nity College, and may 
complete an Associate 
Degree while complet-
ing the high school 
diploma. Advanced 
Placement courses are 
also available. Prince 
Edward County High 
School students partici-
pate in The Governor’s 
School of Southside 
Virginia. 

The Prince Edward 
County Public Schools complex, including the Elementary, Middle and High Schools, 
as well as the Career and Technical Education Center, is located just south of the Town 
of Farmville on Zion Hill Road.

Currently the elementary portion of the complex is going through major renova-
tions, completely redesigning everything from classrooms to the auditorium. The 
project just got started and is expected to be finished by 2027. 

FUQUA SCHOOL
Fuqua School, a PK-12, college preparatory, independent day school, serves as a 

model of educational 
excellence for rural 
America. Endowed by the 
late J.B. Fuqua, a nation-
ally known businessman 
and philanthropist. A 
strong curriculum, high 
expectations for academic 
achievement and behavior 
and a nurturing learning 
environment foster the 
development of individual 
potential and character. 
Ninety-eight percent of 
Fuqua School’s graduates 

F
U

QUA SCHOO
L

FA L C O N S
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go on to college.
Much like Prince Edward Elementary, Fuqua School is going through its own reno-

vation project. The facility is split into an Upper and Lower School, based on grade 
levels. Lower School is essentially elementary and middle school, while Upper School 
is the operation’s high school grades. There will soon be a new, modernized Upper 
School on campus, a project launched in August 2024. 

LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY
The legacy that began in 1839 continues today as Longwood University offers more 

than 100 majors, minors 
and concentrations 
through its various aca-
demic programs. Given 
its historical roots, Long-
wood University enjoys 
an enviable reputation 
for teacher prepara-
tion. The excellence has 
expanded throughout 
the university with 
strong programs in the 
liberal arts and sciences, 
business, professional 
and pre-professional 
programs. 

The university has 
also developed a reputation for athletics, with both the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams making it to the NCAA Tournament twice over the last three years. 

The school also recently opened a new 4,000 seat arena, called the Joan Perry Brock 
Center, on campus. That is the home for both men’s and women’s basketball at the 
university, along with concerts, comedians and other programs for the community.

HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE
For more than two centuries, Hampden-Sydney College has been dedicated to the 

formation of “good men and good citizens.”
Hampden-Sydney College students pursue a traditional liberal arts curriculum. 

Students partici-
pate in the College’s 
nationally recognized 
Rhetoric Program, 
which stresses writing 
across the curriculum 
and requires profi-
ciency in the written 
and oral expression of 
the English language. 
The College is com-
mitted to the belief 
that a liberal arts edu-

cation provides the best foundation, not only for a career, but also for the great moral 
and intellectual challenges of life.
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The school is also known for holding regional and state political discussions. Much 
like Longwood in Farmville, Hampden-Sydney College has developed a reputation for 
first-class athletics on the NCAA Division III level. The school’s basketball team made 
it to the NCAA Tournament two of the last three years, with the Tigers advancing to 
the D3 National Championship game in 2024. The football team is also growing and 
developing, adding new facilities, bringing on extra staff and recently hiring Vince Lu-
vara to take over the program after the retirement of Hall of Fame Head Coach Marty 
Favret. 

SOUTHSIDE VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Southside Virginia Community College, is a part of the Virginia Community College 

System with campus locations in Keysville (20 miles south of Farmville) and Alberta 
as well as numerous off-campus sites. Established in 1970, the college offers a univer-
sity parallel college transfer program and associate degree programs including engi-
neering, technology, health and public service technology, business and information 
systems technology. The college offers a competitive tuition and provides financial aid 
assistance to many qualifying students.

YMCA
The Southside Virginia Family YMCA is a full service family fitness and recreation 

provider. Programs range from arts and humanities to aquatics and fitness for all 
ages, infants to seniors. The facility located on 580 Commerce Road has a recreation 
pool, large fitness center, group exercise room, teen center and children’s activity 
gym. Also on the 32 acre site, there is an outdoor walking trail, outdoor adult fitness 
area, horseshoe pits and two multipurpose athletic fields.

RECREATION
Recreational activities of a remarkably wide selection are available in Prince Edward 

County and surrounding Southside Virginia. Every season offers a selection of enjoy-
able choices for individuals of all age groups.

The Farmville Recreation Department offers a wide variety of recreational pro-
grams, to include: adult volleyball; adult basketball; men’s, women’s and coed soft-
ball; youth football and numerous seasonal arts and crafts programs for adults and 
youth. Summer 
programs are 
offered coop-
eratively with 
numerous 
agencies within 
the county. 
Call (434) 392-
3737 for more 
information 
about these 
programs. 

The town 
also operates a splashpad, which is open from Memorial Day to Labor Day each year. 
It is approximately 5,000 square feet and can be found on West Third Street, at the 
entrance to the Wilck’s Lake Island area. In the future, basketball and pickleball courts 
will be built at the complex, in addition to trails connecting with High Bridge Trail 
State Park, which you can read about below. 
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BEAR CREEK LAKE STATE PARK
Nestled in the heart of the Cumberland State Forest in central Virginia, is just 26 

minutes from Farmville. It’s the perfect getaway for the outdoor enthusiast. Activities 
center on the 40-acre lake with a boat launch, fishing pier, boat rentals and a swim-
ming beach. Other attractions include a meeting facility, cabins, camping, picnicking, 
an archery range and playgrounds.

HIGH BRIDGE TRAIL STATE PARK
High Bridge Trail is 31.2 miles long and ideally suited for hiking, bicycling and horse-

back riding. The trail 
that was once a railway 
and the location of one 
of the last battles of the 
American Civil War is 
wide, level and general-
ly flat. Its finely crushed 
limestone surface and 
dimensions make it 
easy to enjoy. 

The park’s center-
piece is the majestic 
High Bridge, which 
is more than 2,400 
feet long and 125 feet 
towering above the 
Appomattox River. It is 
the longest recreational 
bridge in Virginia and 
among the longest 
in the United States. 
High Bridge, a Virginia 
Historic Landmark, is 
on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. 
The trail is a National 
Recreation Trail recog-
nizing exemplary trails 
of local and regional 
significance, connect-
ing people to nature, to 
each other, and to our shared history and culture. Bring drinking water because none 
is available on the trail.

HOLLIDAY LAKE STATE PARK
Deep in the Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest, Holliday Lake is a paradise for 

the outdoor enthusiast. Fishing for largemouth bass, crappie and bluegill is popular. 
Swimming at the park’s guarded beach and the “Critter Hole” play area are visitor 
favorites. The park has several hiking trails, including a connector trail to the 10.2-mile 
Carter Taylor Multi-use Trail for hikers, bicyclists and horseback riders. Visitors enjoy 
its campgrounds, picnic shelters, playgrounds, seasonal concession stand, gift shop 
and boat ramp. 
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SAILOR’S CREEK BATTLEFIELD
HISTORICAL STATE PARK

On April 6, 1865, nearly a quar-
ter of Confederate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee’s army, more than 7,700 men, 
were killed, wounded or captured 
here. Lee surrendered 72 hours 
later at Appomattox Court House. 
Historical interpreters present 
various programs and living his-
tory events take place at various 
times throughout the year. Motor-
ists traveling along Lee’s Retreat 
may learn more about the battle 
through signs at each stop. 

TWIN LAKES
STATE PARK

In the heart of 
central Virginia, this 
historic park offers 
many cultural, 
environmental and 
recreational ac-
tivities. Overnight 
accommodations 
include a 33-site 
campground and 11 
climate-controlled 
cabins. Visitors 
enjoy swimming, 
seasonal snack bar, 

fishing, hiking, boating and lakeside picnicking. The Cedar Crest Conference Center on 
Prince Edward Lake is available for weddings, family gatherings, retreats and business 
meetings.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
There are a number of festivals, concerts and community events that take place in 

Farmville and Prince Edward County throughout the year. 
Longwood University sponsors a variety of programs each year in the performing 

arts including The Christmas Dinner and Concert and the Chamber Music Series, 
which are very special events and unique to the area. 

Throughout the academic year, the Longwood Players present a series of plays, 
and performances by the Concert Choir, the Camerata Singers, the Jazz Band and 
The Longwood University Company of Dancers are presented for the pleasure of the 
student body and the members of the community.

The Longwood Center for the Visual Arts offers a wide variety of quality exhibitions 
accompanied by educational programs such as lectures, gallery talks, workshops, 
seminars and docent-led tours. The permanent Collection features 19th century 
American paintings, work by 20th century Virginia artists, contemporary crafts, and a 
study collection of paintings and decorative arts.
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For over 25 years, the Waterworks Players have brought the magic of live theatre to 
area audiences and provided an artistic outlet for local actors, singers, designers and 
technicians.

Their performance season, which starts in October and runs through the spring 
of each year, features a variety of different shows, including a traditional European 
Christmas panto performance, musicals and comedies. 

The Heart of Virginia Festival is an annual celebration, held in Farmville, each Sep-
tember. It is the site of one of the largest arts and crafts shows in Southside Virginia. 
Paintings and educational exhibits are displayed on the lawn of Longwood University, 
just one block from the downtown area, where the arts and crafts are presented.

A rubber duck race gets things started on Friday, followed by a 10k race on Saturday 
morning and an outdoor concert wind up the events Saturday evening. The festival 
was first held in 1978 and has become one of the most popular attractions in the area, 
with crowds estimated at more than 25,000 over the two-day event.
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Meet Dr. Micah Brickhill-Atkinson, a proud Buckingham native 
and graduate of UVA and UVA Medical School. She is dedicated 
to ensuring that residents of Buckingham can enjoy the benefits 

of timely, comprehensive and patient-centered healthcare.

Our service offerings include:
Preventative healthcare, management of both acute and chronic 

conditions and minor procedures.

CMG Buckingham | 434.414.1021

Offering access to high quality primary care within our region.

CMG Buckingham | 65 Brickyard Drive, Dillwyn, VA 23936
434.414.1021 | Open Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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BENCHMARK COMMUNITY BANK

ABOUT US
Location: 101 Midtown Avenue and 1577 S. Main Street, Farmville, VA 23901 
Phone: (434) 392-9528 and (434) 392-9088 
Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m., Fri 9:00a.m. - 5:30p.m. (lobby); 
            Mon - Fri 8:30a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Sat 8:30a.m. - 12:00p.m. (drive-up) 
Employees: Cheryl Gee (NMLS #456829), market leader, along with branch manager, Lisa 
Shepherd (NMLS #1438637) and assistant branch manager Billie Jo Bailey (NMLS #456823), lead 
a combined team of 15, including a mortgage specialist and business banker. Our goal is to 
help individuals and businesses reach their full potential.
Services: Benchmark offers a variety of personal checking accounts including the popular 
interest-bearing $uccess Checking account, several savings options, many types of loans, 
and MoneySmart, an online financial education program. For children ages 5-12, learning to 
save is fun with our YES Club program. The $mart$tart program for teens 13-17 years old 
includes a special debit card to help them learn good money management. Our Bridge Account 
is designed for 18-25 year olds just starting out on their own. Commercial customers can 
take advantage of a comprehensive suite of business products and services, including the no 
monthly service fees Business Builder checking account. Benchmark also offers many types 
of mortgages including FHA, VA, and USDA. 
Brief History: Founded in 1971 in Kenbridge, Benchmark has been serving the Farmville area 
since 1989. The bank now has 13 full-service locations spanning 7 Virginia counties as well as 
three locations in northern North Carolina. 
Profile: Benchmark has been named one of the top 100 (of approximately 5,000) community 
banks in the nation by American Banker magazine. As a community bank, Benchmark pledges 
to support and be involved in civic organizations, remain locally owned and operated, and 
reinvest in the local economy. For more information on Benchmark, its dedicated employees, 
and the communities they serve, visit www.BCBonline.com. 

NMLS #402611
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Name: Longwood Speech, Hearing, & Leaming Services 
Location: 315 W. Third Street, Farmville, VA 23901 
Phone: (434) 395-2972; Fax: (434) 395-2622 
Email: shls@longwood.eduIWebsite:www.longwood.edu/SHLS 
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am to 5 pm and Friday 8:30 am to 12 pm 
Staff: Speech-Language Services; Stephanie Bailey, Ann Cralidis, Amanda Freitag, Caitlin Frank 
(Director), Alison King, Shannon Salley, Ronda Walker, Erin Wallace and Sally Palmore. ITC 
of the Heartland; Kendall Lee (Director), and Gala Shelburne. Audiology Services; 
Christine Eubanks. Administrative Staff; Laura Baldwin (Office Manager) and Danielle Preston.  
Goods & Services: *Speech & Language Services: Children and Adult Evaluations and Therapy: 
Language delays and disorders, Speech sound problems, Autism, Hearing loss, Early 
literacy difficulties, Swallowing difficulties, Accent modification, Stroke, brain injury, Stuttering, and 
Summer language­enrichment camps; • Audiology Services for Children and Adults: Hearing 
evaluations, Hearing aids and other assistive listening devices, Custom ear plugs for hunters and 
musicians, Auditory processing disorder evaluations *Infant & Toddler Connection of the 
Heartland: Early intervention services for children birth up to age 3, who are not developing as 
expected. 
Brief History: The Longwood Speech, Hearing, & Learning Services Clinic has been servicing the region 
since September of 2006. 
Motto or Theme: The Mission of Longwood's Speech, Hearing, & Learning Services is to be a caring 
community resource for children and families in southcentral Virginia, providing the highest level of 
service in professional speech-language, hearing, educational, and early intervention programs and to 
fully prepare Longwood students for their future careers as speech-language pathologists or educators, 
by providing focused field experiences. 
Profile: We look forward to serving children and families in southcentral Virginia by providing the highest 
level of service in professional speech-language, hearing, education, and early intervention programs. 
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